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Caftan Chic

Jenny Galluzzo (above center) celebrated the launch of her new line Mayer on Saturday night at Maison 24 in 
Bridgehampton, with guests including Shoshanna Gruss, Charlotte Ronson, Rebekah and Colin McCabe 
and Leslie Fremar. Chic Report got the dish from the designer about her vintage-inspired line. GalluzzoÕs 
collection is based on a gift from her grandmotherÐcaftans from around the world.

The line is named after your grandmother’s gift of vintage clothes. What did she instill in you, fashion-wise, that 
made you a designer?

My grandmother traveled to the far corners of the world seeking adventure. She brought back treasures from her 
travels and she never threw anything away. Going through her closet is like shopping in the best vintage store 
you can imagine. She taught me to be fearless, independent and a pack rat.

Why was it important that clothes are easy to pack and wear?

Continuing in my grandmotherÕs footsteps, I love to travelÐthe more exotic the location, the better. I want to 
bring easy pieces that I can wear day into night with only a change of accessories. I love fabrics that donÕt take 
up a lot of room and can be steamed quickly in a bathroom. The original dresses I had made were to take on a 
trip that went from Antwerp to Paris to a wedding in the Atlas Mountains of Morocco, so they needed to work 
for vastly different climates and activities. I loved wearing them so much that I decided to start my own clothing 
line!

Where do you imagine the line going in the future?

For the moment, I want to stay focused on the 6 silhouettes (2 tops and 4 dresses) that are the basis of the 
collection. In coming seasons I will play with the prints, trims and fabrication of the line while staying focused on 
the original design concept. At some point I would love to add more dresses and tops as well as shoes, 



swimwear, knitsÑbasically round out the wardrobe of the Mayer woman. Ultimately, I want to create a lifestyle 
brand around my vision of the Mayer woman,.

Who is your ideal customer?

I catch glimpses of the ideal Mayer women out and about in my neighborhood in downtown Manhattan or 
relaxing on the beach in Montauk. Her style catches my eye, but it is hard to pinpoint what makes her so chic. 
She is sophisticated, independent and dresses in an effortlessly unique style, mixing classics with vintage and a 
hint of punk.

Will you ever consider doing jewelry or shoes?

I have designed 4 belts made out of leather, metal grommets, chiffon and chains. I think they compliment the 
dresses perfectly and I love the juxtaposition of the soft flowy dresses with tough accessories.

What did interning for Peter Som teach you about fashion?

Interning at Peter Som was an invaluable experience. As a journalist I treated every day like I was doing 
research. I was a sponge. I gladly unpacked garment bags and moved boxes in exchange for learning how to 
make a pattern, production schedules, how to get ready for a runway show and sales.

What are your top 5 favorite vintage shops in the city?

Frock, Don the Verb, Amarcord, New York Vintage and Consignment in Brooklyn.

Any advice for scoring great finds at vintage stores?

Go to stores outside of New York City. There is better selection and it is much less expensive. I have found 
some of my favorite vintage pieces in off-the-beaten track places like Galveston, Texas and Royal Oak, 
Michigan. Wherever I go, I research the vintage stores in the area and make sure to check them out.

You name Jane Birkin, DvF, Lou Dillon and Helena Christensen as your inspiration. Why?

TheyÕre strong, passionate and always feminine without being saccharine. My style icons are women who are 
clear about their own personal style and what looks good on them. They dress for themselves and put their own 
unique spin on everything they wear.


